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The Hungarian Serbs possess a history of their
own, which belongs, however, rather to the story of
Hungary than to that of Servia. But their expedi-
tions with the Austrian and Magyar armies for the
relief of their less fortunate fellow-countrymen deserve
mention. The kings of Hungary permitted them to
occupy under native chiefs, called " despots," the
territory between the rivers Save and Brave and the
Banat of Temesvar, and allowed them a measure of
independence. The family of BrankovSc continued
to furnish them with rulers, with one brief interval,
down to the year 1689, when the last of the race was
thrown into prison by the Emperor Leopold, and
another titular chief with the title of Voivode ap-
pointed in his place. In 1707, it was thought prudent
to deprive the Serb colonists of any leader round
whom they could rally, and the Serb Patriarch of
Carlovitz. in Lower Austria, was nominated as head
of the emigrants. Meanwhile, they had not forgotten
their old fatherland. One of their " despots " aided
the King of Hungary in his campaign against the
Turks in 1475, and the decisive battle of the cam-
paign, which temporarily restored Belgrade to Hun-
gary, was won by a brilliant charge of Serbs. Well
had the "despot's" troops earned the title of the ''Black
Legion." On the death of their conqueror, Mohammed
II., in 1481, the Serbs had hopes of recovering their
lost country, which a Turkish pretender was willing
to restore in return for the support of Hungary
against the new Sultan. But the King of Hungary
had other schemes in view, and the chance, once
offered, never recurred. At the memorable battle of